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Message from the Chair

By: Sharon Russell

Hello. | hope everyone had a great
summer and was able to enjoy the
wonderful hot weather we experienced this
year.

We have an exciting fall ahead of us with
the Magna Hoedown, the workplace
l'iteracy initiative,

Being chosen as a recipient of the
Magna Hoedown is a fantastic
accomplishment for the council. It gives
us an opportunity to spread our name in
the community and allows us to showcase
the great services we provide. It provides
funds so the council can continue to do
great things in the community.

We are embarking on a new initiative
with a corporate partner to introduce
workplace literacy. This is a great
opportunity to work with local companies
and help provide essential skills to
employees in their work environment.

| am so happy to welcome Trisha back
to the council after her maternity leave
with her new son Fisher.

and

We are looking forward to Trisha jumping
back into the council and assisting us with
the new initiatives and adventures ahead of
us.

In closing, | would just like to thank the
staff and volunteers for their commitment to
the council, the membership for their
support, the students for their courage to
improve their skills and the board for their
time and expertise. | firmly believe that the
literacy council is doing a great job, and it is
the people involved with the council
students, staff and volunteers, that make us
so successful and an important place to
improve lives through literacy.

vEIIEveIimvy

Membership 2010/11 Final Call!

If you have not had the opportunity to pay your membership, please do so ASAP.
Membership 2012011 was due April 1st, 2010
Only $15.00
You can drop it off at the office or send it by mail. Cheques are payable to:
Literacy Council York-Simcoe
Thank you for your continued support.
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Note from the Executive Director

By: Trisha Patrick

What a difference a year can
make. On August 4™ | returned to the
LCYS office after the most exhilarating
year of my life. My precious baby boy is
adjusting well to his new learning and
playing environment and | return to the
office with a sense of excitement, renewed
energy and focus for the future of our
Council.

It is nice to reunite with our
dedicated volunteers and students and to
meet many new individuals who are
working diligently to meet their goals or
helping others to do so.

| would like to thank my staff for all
of their dedication and support while | was
away. Change is not always easy, but the
LCYS staff embraced their new authority,
new responsibilities and kept the council
running smoothly. | am pleased to
welcome new staff members Nancy
Taylor, Adult Literacy Instructor, and Julia
Douglas, Assessment Coordinator, to our
team. They make a great addition to an
already solid group of loyal employees.

Thank you to Sheila Roberts for
heading up the Tutor Training Team in my
absence, as well as
assisting in training the 18 new volunteer
tutors.

| would like to thank Susan (Taylor)
Wilson for her support over the year. Her
fresh perspective, experience and
contributions assisted the council in
continuing to provide an effective and
successful service for our community.
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There
have been
some
significant
changes to
the Board
of Directors
and
although it
is sad to
see
members
go, itis also
very
exciting to
meet new dedicated individuals that
believe in the council and want to make a
difference to the community through the
services we provide.

There are already exciting new
developments underway this year. We
have received funding from the Ministry of
Training Colleges and Universities to
implement a Workplace Literacy
Project. This project will allow us to
extend the services that we provide to
businesses that wish to help their
employees enhance their skills. We are
alsP) veny. farfiinatg fp hiavg hegn chogen
as a charity recipient of the 2010 Magna
Hoedown. This event provides our
council with additional funding that helps
us to maintain our excellent service
programs for the community.

| am happy to be back in the office
and | look forward to what lies ahead for
our organization.

| also look forward to catching up
with everyone and meeting those who
have joined us this year. Stop in
and say hello, my door is always'
open. Back




Stalf Updates

Nancy Taylor A Natalie Chol

Computer Lab Report - Tom Smith

Did You Know?

Microsoft Office 2003 / 2007 Quick Reference
Sheets

e

One of the most wuseful addi Oof f i
tool bar o. Once you haveclick el Xt
the selecti onr oeond apioc k Arnhii rsi ow

perform the most common formatting commands without
having to navigate the ribbon to the formatting text area. A
great time saver for text formatting!

The Computer Lab has a library of reference sheets
covering the Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Access,
Outlook and Publisher products in both Office 2003 and
Office 2007. In each case, information on commonly used
functions is presented in a concise, single page format. If
you can make use of this information, contact Tom.

LCYS Web&ystae é
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e Literacy

Please take some time and access the Literacy Council
website. The site contains information about the council,
events and programs.

The website is located at http://Icys.ca.

Council

L cYs York-Simcoe
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Adult Literacy Instructor

Stalf Updates

Nancy

- Nancy Taylor

Tayl or

Assessment Coordinator

A Natalie

- Julia Douglas

AThe more that y ou

you will know. The more that you learn,

the more pl acesDrySeusd | |
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In spite of the pull of the warm weather
and the many activities and distractions
that the summer months often bring,
attendance at the small group classes has
been steady during the months that have
passed since the publication of the
previous newsletter. The recent addition of
another literacy class brings the total
number of small group literacy classes to
six weekly; as well, two small group math
classes which are facilitated by Derwyn
Miller are held each week.

The classroom is a busy place where the
atmosphere is relaxed and informal as
learners work diligently to improve their
literacy and numeracy skills with an eye
towards achieving their personal short-term
and long-term goals. It is wonderful to see
and even share the happiness a learner
enjoys as she or he masters a skKill,
particularly when the skill is one that
previously may have been frustratingly
elusive. Diligent work and consistent focus
are two of the components of a recipe for
success.

We wish much success in the future to
those members of the LCYS family who will
be leaving the Council soon; they have
improved their skills to such a level that
they have been accepted into various
programs of higher learning this fall. We
extend a warm welcome to the newest
learners in the small group classes and we
hope that they enjoy and benefit from their
time with us. We also wish the best of luck
to several of our learners who are planning
to write the GED examination this fall.

1

As one of the newest members of the
LCYS staff in the role of Assessment
Coordinator, |1 can honestly say that my
experience so far has been an absolute
joy. | felt welcome right from the start, not
only by the staff, but also by the students.
By watching and listening to the interaction
among everyone at the LCYS, | knew
instantly that this was something | wanted
to be a part of.

My personal background includes a
Bachelor of Arts where | majored in
Anthropology. | will soon be starting my
third and final semester in a post-grad
program for Career Development
Practitioner. | worked for a period of time in
Food Services Management and after
graduating, | taught various social science
courses at a small high school. | enjoyed
teaching, as it provided the opportunity to
experience moments of excitement with the
students when they learned something new
and interesting.

| feel very fortunate to be able to say that
| enjoy the work I am taking a part in.
Providing the intakes enables me to meet
new people on a daily basis. Delivering the
assessments allows me to learn something
new everyday, and provides a challenge in
tailoring every one to the specific needs of
each individual student. Working together
with Natalie to compile the training plans
has provided another great learning
experience. Joining the staff at the LCYS is
one of the most positive and reassuring
things that has happened to me. Thank you
to everyone at the Literacy Council York-
aigcoe for ﬁn@kinqﬁgg)e fegl sotahhpnﬁegalgd
welcome in my first few months.

~

go. o

Chol
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Stalf Updates

Nancy Taylor A Natalie Chol e

Learning Coordinator Report i Natalie Cholewa

Il 6d |Ii ke to extend a warm wel
Assessment Coordinator. Julia joined the council in July and has
been hired on to conduct student intakes and assessments.

This will free up some of my time, so that | can follow up with
students and tutors on progress reviews. Studenti tutor matches
also top my priority list.

The goal in their progress reviews is to identify how are students
are improving reading, writing and math skills. We meet

to discuss how the learning process is working for the student
and the tutor. It is a time for reflection. The discussion topics
include progress, attendance, learning resources, homework,
goals, etc. The student and tutor identify which areas the
student has improved. The student will be asked to complete

a demonstration of the skills they have acquired. The progress reviews are an important
part of the studentsd path in meeting their
we have set for the funding through the Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities.

In regard to student and tutor matches, we have some new tutors waiting to be matched.
We also have returning tutors looking to be matched. One of the challenges of the student
-tutor matching process is to get two people who are compatible to work together. Criteria
include availability, student goals, and the level of comfort a tutor has in helping a student
achieve their goals.

As we move ahead into autumn, | wish all students and tutors a rewarding learning
experience. |l 6d |Ii ke to thank tutors and st
process.

Supplementary Tutor Training
Set for Monday, October 18th, 6:30pm -8:45pm

@ Canadian Mental Health Association-York Region will be our
presenters on the subject of HABoundar.i e
effective with our students if we understand the use of
boundaries. This applies to all levels of learners. The session
will be filled on a first come first registered basis.

Take advantage of this free training. Ongoing training keeps us
all current. We are pleased to offer these opportunities to you.

Please RSVP by October 13th

VA VA NVE VA NVE VA VENVEVE VA VEVENVEVEVEVEVE VA VEVEVENVEVEVEVEVEVEVENVEN
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Office News & Info

By: Debra Walker

Office Hours
Monday 9:00-5:00
Tuesday 9:00-9:00
Wednesday 9:00-9:00
Thursday 9:00-9:00
Friday 9:00-1:00

Mailing Address

Literacy Council York-Simcoe
17817 Leslie Street, Suite 12
Newmarket, Ontario L3Y 8C6

Phone: 905.853.6279
Fax: 905.836.7323
Email: info@Icys.ca
Web: www.lcys.ca

Charity Number 137164869RP001

Next Orientation and Tutoring

Please help us with our ongoing efforts to
recruit volunteers to meet the growing
demands of the students coming through
the door.

Our next orientation will be:

Tuesday, October 5th  with training on
Thursday, October 28th &
Saturday, October 30th

Thanks

Literacy Link

FALL 10

LCYS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2010-2011
Derwyn Miller Past Chair
Sharon Russell Chair
Kevin Hynes Vice Chair
Kathy Hunter Secretary

Kalyan Chakravarthy Treasurer

Peter Brennan Member
Nadia de Freitas Member
Albert Lam Member
Brian Birchall Member
Rajiv Nayan Member
Sanaz Hemmati Member

Mike Chamberlain  Student Rep.

LCYS Staff

Trisha Patrick
Executive Director
trishap@lIcys.ca

Natalie Cholewa
Learning Coordinator
nataliec@lcys.ca

Tom Smith
Computer Lab Facilitator
toms@lcys.ca

Nancy Taylor
Adult Literacy Instructor
nancyt@Icys.ca

Debra Walker
Administrative Assistant
debraw@lcys.ca

Debbie Vlaming
Fundraising Assistant

Jessica Lambert
Resource Development Coordinator
tisolutions@hotmail.com

Julia Douglas
Assessment Coordinator
juliad@lcys.ca

F
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Hoedown, Thanks!!

By: Debra Walker

Hoedown facts:

1K Average number of volunteers
B | who work at the Hoedown: 400

. Average number of guests who
attend the event: 3,500
®  The first ever Hoedown: 1987. m%m%g;d
Frank Stronach throws a big backyard IUENTE . v
BBQ at his family farm in early ! %FEEABMW%W |
September and invites friends, s
neighbours and members of the local ]
community Staff volunteers with clean up team
Students volunteered at the Media [|e  Total amount of funding raised for of Natalie and Stan.

desk and came to visit our booth local charity at the first Hoedown:

before their shift. $23,750

e  Estimated amount for 2010 is
$514,000

e  Total amount of funding raised
over the past 23 years: more than $4
million

Thanks to all our volunteers who
helped with the Hoedown and sold
tickets for us.

WATCH FOR THIS YEARS
FINAL NUMBERS IN THE
DECEMBERNEWSLETTER | [Thi s yearo6s solld ou

people enjoying the excellent BBQ,
refreshments and entertainment.

Board member, committee
representative and staff all enjoyed
a full evening of fun and an
opportunity to spread the Literacy

message.

We agteewith Bue Rodeo, dumbs U

Literacy Link i 'Back
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In-Sync 2010 - United Way Agencies working together

0111’ Ulllled Way Campalgn By: Debra Walker

LCYSds United Way Campai
Week of October 18th - 22nd in the front lobby. We will
have staff baked goods, spin the Literacy Wheel for a
chance to win a Chapters Gift Certificate and interesting
items for small silent auction items. We will be kicking ofR
the week with a Pizza and Pop lunch. Staff, students and
volunteers are asked to make a donation to help us reach
our goal.

Pizza &
Pop

United Way
of York Region

Our fellow United Way Agency, Community Living

Georgina provided  other community member
agencies an opportunity to support their Dragon Boat
Team. The Literacy Council was highlighted on a

sleeve, front and back of half of one of the team ‘ : = ‘ |
member s shirt. (shown belolfg\(i:% We had the s
sign in area here at the council where signatures and W \%’M

donations to the United Way were collected. We would £ : L

like to thank Community Living Georgina for including 4D k=

us this project and congratulate them on their [ W 4

successful efforts. g eyne

LCYS
IN-SYNC
2010

Sleeve

Literacy Link
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Commitlee Updales

By: Jessica Lambert

Fundraising Committee Report

Fundraising Committee
This spring has been jam packed with developments,
initiatives and exciting results.

We completed the second successful year of our Trillium
grant, increasing our capacity to meet the needs of adult
learners in York-Simcoe.

This year we |l aunched LCYS®6s
event, which was a great success. This event was
sponsored by Excelovate and hosted by Anne Martin of Canadian Living Magazine. At the

event, donors learned about adult literacy while experiencing and learning about a
selection of local fine wines. Several local sponsors banded together to make this a first-
class event with speci al thanks to: Excel ov
Jack Astoros, Good Life Fitness, Vincebds M
Home Depot, Brad Jones Karate School and Starbucks. Door prizes were raffled off for
free and guests participated in some fun p
Counci | members attended, and Jack Astords
event. Starbucks provided coffee for after the wine tasting and food.

This event raised more than $6,000 for adult literacy. We would like to thank all those who
contributed, attended and donated to make this such a successful event. We would like to
say a special thank you to Sharon, our student speaker, for telling her story and her
successes with our program.

Other great events this spring included partnering with Toronto Poets on their First Nations
Summit where our Past-Chair Derwyn gave a great speech; also Marketing Committee Co-
Chair, Nadia, initiated an event at Newmarket Chapters where we raised funds, friends and
visibility for adult literacy i thank you Nadia and Derwyn and thank you Chapters.

Finally, we were pleased to be selected as
West Hoedown.

Marketing Committee

This spring the marketing committee worked hard to build our brand, and get it out in
the community to spread the message of hope to adults wanting to improve their
reading, writing, math, computer and employment skills.

We sent speakers for events including the Newmarket Rotary Club celebrating
literacy. If you know any groups that would like more information on literacy, contact
us.

The media covered various fundraising events and it was a pleasure to provide and

highlight student/tutor stories.
| | 10 r
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Tutor Resources

TAKE OUT FLYERS!! This everyday learning resource of Take Out Flyers is at the Council
for tutors and students to use. Just ask Debra or any of the staff. These tools are a part of our
everyday living that come to our door or our mailboxes. Can you imagine what this would be
like, if you as a student, could read this to your loved ones.

Look inside for tasty dishes

Tel: = -
€l 33&3898 7100

ndarinbuffet.com

Continued thanks to the Toronto Star for providing papers
for students and tutors so they can incorporate current
events in their tutoring time. It is also beneficial for
students to take home for informative reading material.
Copies are available at the office entrance.

) TORONTO

thestar.com

11 'B

STAR ¢
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Student Activities

Use the numbers under the letters to make words. You
will have some phrases you may have heard before.

a b ¢ d e f g h i j k | m
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

n o p q r s t v Vv w X 'y z
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

1.
3 i5 13 9 14 7 15 18 7 15 9 14 7
2.
6 9 20 6 15 18 1 11 Q 14 7
3.
9 14 20 8 5 16 9 14 11
4.
12 9 22 9 14 7 9 20 21 16
5. -
20 23 5 14 20 25 20 23 5 14 20 25

This is taken from-Laubach Way to Reading -
puzzles for Skill Book 2 - in our Resource
Library

Literacy Link 12
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Where LCYS funding comes from!

0O Ontario Ministry of
Training Colleges and
Universities

LCYS FUNDING
Make the Literacy Council

York-Simcoe your charity of
choice - DONATE and help us
grow. Please call for further
information.

Trillium Foundation

B 3%

0 2% B United Way of York

Region
11%

B Y ork Region CDIF

0 39%
B8 14%
Fundraising and
Membership
B 8% O Donations

23%

B Fee for Service

0O Other

Special Thanks to our donors and funders

LA FONDATION
TRILLIUM

EMPLOYMENT T K e

Literacy Council York-Simcoe gratefully acknowledges
the financial support of the Ontario Trillium Foundation,

- e an agency of the Ministry of Culture, which receives $100
Ontario’s employment & training network million annually in government funding generated through

Ontariods charity casino initiative.

This Employment Ontario agency is
funded in part by the
Government of Ontario

United Way
Newmarket o York Reglon
. Member Agency
BlllgO Support for this program is made possible through

the York Region Community and Health Services
Department's Community Development Investment Fund.

Charitable Registration Number i 13716486RR001

Literacy Link B 'Back
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http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/tcu/etlanding.html
http://www.trilliumfoundation.org/
http://www.uwyr.on.ca/
http://www.bingoworld.ca/
http://www.york.ca/default.htm

