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Message from the Chair 

By: Derwyn Miller 

     It is with some sadness that we recently 

received the resignation of Joan Lockhart-

Grace from the Board. Joan has been a long-

standing Board Member who has served in a 

variety of capacities over the last ten years. 

She has served as Secretary of the Board for 

many years and has been an active participant 

on many committees, chairing the Volunteer 

Relations Committee and even helped paint 

the office when we first moved in. Recently, 

she moved to Toronto and began a new job 

and, as a result, had much less time to devote 

to LCYS. Her significant contributions to our 

organization over the years are greatly 

appreciated. Her enthusiasm for literacy 

training and wise counsel will be greatly 

missed! We wish her great success in her new 

job. 

    In addition to Joanôs resignation, we also 

received the resignation 

from the Board of 

Wayne Lam. Wayne 

joined the board in May 

of last year and has 

decided to return to 

school for further education at graduate 

school. We wish him all the best in his 

studies. 

    Board committee work continues and we 

will be examining a number of initiatives 

over the next few months. We thank both 

Brian Birchall and Nadia de Frietas for taking 

on additional leadership responsibility. Brian 

has agreed to act as Co-Chair of the Fund 

Development Committee and has been very 

active in researching opportunities for 

corporate support. Nadia has assumed the 

position as Co-Chair of the Marketing 

Committee and has a number of projects on 

the go.  

    Although the Annual General Meeting is 

not until May, our constitution requires us to  

 

 

notify all members of any change in our  

By-Laws well in advance.  

    Last fall, the Board decided that we would 

like to find a way to honour volunteers who 

have made significant contributions to our 

organization over 

many years or a 

ma jor  f inanc ia l 

contribution. We are 

proposing to include 

the following in our 

By-Laws: 

   ñHonorary lifetime memberships honouring 

individuals who have made significant, long-

term contributions to LCYS, or individuals 

who have made a significant financial 

contribution to our organization may be 

granted, allowing the honoree to continue 

having the privileges of membership while 

waiving their annual membership fee for the 

rest of their life. Recipients of the honour will 

be nominated by the Executive Director and 

granted the lifetime membership by the 

favourable vote of 60% of the Board of 

Directors.ò 

    You will be asked to vote on this revision 

at the Annual General Meeting in May. 

Have a great spring! 
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As an old proverb says, ñAll good things must come 

to an endò.   Like the seasons, one must end so that 

the next can begin.   As winter closes and spring 

begins, we are having some staff changes at LCYS. 
 

Leigh Wallace, our Small Group Facilitator, is 

moving on to a new job in Barrie. Leigh will be 

greatly missed by all of our learners, staff and board.  

We are very sad to see her go, yet so happy for her 

that she has found a new teaching opportunity that 

she is so excited about. Iôd like to thank you, Leigh, 

for everything you have done for us here at LCYS! 

On behalf of everyone, I wish you all the best as you 

take this next step in your career as a facilitator. 

 

Janita Piper, Seneca College Field Placement 
Student, has been with us for the fall and winter 

semesters.  As of the end of March, Janita will be 

finished her placement with us, and focusing on her 

exams so that she can complete her college diploma.  

Janita has been a great asset to LCYS, working 

closely with learners as they enter our program and 

supporting Natalie in all the work she does to 

coordinate our learnersô training plans.  Thank you, 

Janita, for everything!  It has been a great pleasure 

working with you and we wish you all the best as you 

move forward with your career. 
 

On another note, LCYS has been fortunate to receive 

additional funds from the Ministry of Training, 

Colleges and Universities. With these 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

funds, we are purchasing some new hardware and 

software for our students to use in our computer lab.  

As well, York Region approved funding to support the 

computer lab for 2010.  We would like to thank all of 

our funders for their continued support of our programs. 

 
Spring is around the corner and we are all looking 

forward to warmer days.  I hope everyone enjoys the 

change of seasons and the nicer weather to come! 

 

 

 

Back  

 

 

 

Literacy Link 

S P R I N G  1 0  

Note from the Executive Director 
By: Susan Wilson 

I am leaving the council as of March 11th. It was a very 
difficult decision to make.  Working here the last three and 

a half years has been a rewarding and positive experience.  

I know I can take pride with the fact I helped the council 

grow and helped people improve their lives.  I will still 
volunteer at another council and continue to facilitate in my 

new position. 

I wish everyone at the council all the best. 
 

Sincerely 

Leigh 
Leigh Wallace, 
Small Group Facilitator    
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Notes from the Computer Lab 
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Staff Updates 
Leigh Wallace Å Natalie Cholewa Å Tom Smith 

Starting in March 2010, we will be adding new courses to the Virtual Learning Centre (VLC) 

computer series available in the Computer Lab. 

 

Microsoft Word 2007  3 modules, approximately 12 hours in total 

Microsoft Excel 2007  3 modules, approximately 12 hours in total 

Microsoft PowerPoint 2007  2 modules, approximately 8 hours in total 

 

These modules include the new features as implemented by Microsoft in Office 2007. 
 

The Office 2003 courses will continue to be available, as they are still commonly used in the 

business world.  Students have the choice to select either (or if necessary, both). 
 

Remember that while there is a $25.00 per module charge for the general public, our literacy 

students pay nothing for these courses. 
 

If you wish to take these courses, in addition to your other activities at the Council, just see 

Tom to register. 
 

As you can see from the above, VLC has a new ñlook and feelò.  The functionality remands 

the same. 

Tom Smith 

Computer Lab 

Facilitator 
























