
 Message from the Chair  
I would like to welcome three new members to the board.  

 

Brian Birchall brings business and board expertise to us, having served as Director, as well as 

assisting with fundraising, for the Alberta Ballet Company in Calgary. Locally, he has... 

Literacy Link 

 Student Activities  

Read more 

Marketing: First off I would like to welcome our new committee Chair Nadia de Freitas, I am sure you will 

do a fabulous job. I would also like to thank Peter Brennan for your continued support and leadership on thisé 

 

Fundraising: The Fundraising Committee has been working on a variety of diversified funding strategies to help 

us to raise funds for and awareness of our organization... 

Iôm sure you have noticed many new faces in the classes. These students are wishing to upgrade 

their skills in order to attend college or to pursue a new career. An extra class has been added to 

keep up with the volume. We are very pleased to accommodate new students and to assist them in 

attaining their goals. In November I attended three training sessions. The workshops I... 
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¶ Word Search 

¶ Thank you to donors & funders 
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Improving Lives Through Literacy       

 Office News & Info  

¶ Life Long Learning Process - Era Banner Article 

¶ Office Hours 

¶ Board & Staff List 

¶ Courtesy Reminders   

¶ Tutor Resources  

Read more 

Read more 

 Note from the Executive Director  

It is always surprising to me how fast time flies. It seems like yesterday that Trish went on leave 

and had her little boy, Fisher.  I have now been here for almost six months, managing things while 

she is away! LCYS is a busy place, and a great place to be.  The staff care a lot about their jobs and 

are always ready to help. All of the people that come to the council to learn... 
Read more 
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Charity NO. 137164869RP001 

Phone: 905.853.6279 

Fax: 905.836.7323 

Email: info@lcys.ca 

Web: www.lcys.ca 
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I would like to welcome three new members to the 

board.  
 

Brian Birchall brings business and board expertise to 

us, having served as Director, as well as assisting 

with fundraising, for the Alberta Ballet Company in 

Calgary.  Locally, he has been involved with the 94th 

Air Cadet Squadron in Newmarket.  
 

Kaylan Chakravarthy (KC) also has business 

experience dealing with executives from a variety of 

companies as part of his job as a business 

development executive at IBM. He has a passion for 

literacy and has agreed to serve as   treasurer.  
 

Kevin Hynes has spent over two years on the board 

of directors of Fundserv Inc., a cooperative created 

by the investment management industry. He brings a 

wealth of business experience to our board.  

Welcome all! 
 

October was a busy month. Although we were among the three finalists for the Business of the Year 

Award in the  non-profit category sponsored by the Newmarket Chamber of Commerce, we did not win. 

Considering the number of non-profit organizations in Newmarket, being nominated and reaching the 

finals was a major accomplishment. I would like to thank Trisha Patrick, our terrific staff, dedicated 

volunteers and students for the tremendous work you have done over the years to bring us to the notice of 

the Chamber. Without the effort of all, we would not have been able to accomplish so much. 
 

In August, we kicked off our first Live It Up 4 Literacy event, a book launch for the book ñDa Ultimate 

Hookupò by Claudette McGowan, which summarizes places where Canadians can access free things.          

Claudette has generously contributed one dollar from every book sold up until December 2010 to 

Literacy Council York Simcoe. So far we have received over $1,000 from this initiative. If you wish to 

check out the book online, you can go to the site www.daultimatehookup.com. When visiting the site you 

can also participate in the weekly óHundred Dollar Hookupô, which is a free online draw offering 

Canadians a chance to win $100.  
 

Live It Up for Literacy is our signature 3rd party event campaign. It allows community members, local         

businesses and entrepreneurs, groups, churches and other citizens who are concerned about adult literacy 

an opportunity to raise friends, funds and awareness for our organization. Party hosts can hold almost 

any event they want, and they do it with their people, their way. To find out how you can hold an event ï 

or to attend an information session on how to hold an event contact our office. 
 

I would like to thank all LCYS supporters ï you are the reason we are able to continue to make a 

difference in the lives of adults struggling with literacy. Thanks for being the change you want to see in 

the world. 
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Message from the Chair 

By: Derwyn Miller 
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It is always surprising to me how fast time flies. It seems like 

yesterday that Trish went on leave and had her little boy, Fisher.  

I have now been here for over six months, managing things while 

she is away! 

 

LCYS is a busy place, and a great place to be.  The staff care a 

lot about their jobs and are always ready to help. All of the 

people that come to the council to learn are working very hard to 

meet their goals.  The volunteer tutors come in with their smiles, 

ready to help people learn.  Last but not least, the volunteer board 

members are very busy doing their work to keep the council 

running. I want to say thank you to all of you for everything that 

you do.  We really appreciate it! 

 

This newsletter has lots of information about what has been 

going on and what is coming up at LCYS.  I hope that you enjoy 

reading it.  If you have any questions or ideas for us, please call.  

Happy New Year, everyone! 

 

Susan Wilson 

Management/Planning Consultant  

during Maternity Leave of Trisha Patrick, E.D. 

June 2009 - July 2010 

 

ñOnce you learn to read, you will be forever free.ò                   
Frederick Douglass 

 

ñReading gives us someplace to go when we have to stay 

where we are.ò                                                                                          
Mason Cooley 

 

ñReading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.ò  

 

 

Literacy Link 
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Note from the Executive Director 

By: Susan Wilson 



 

Mary Jane Davis proudly reads the thank-you 

note she wrote to her Literacy Council York-

Simcoe    instructor. 

 

ñI feel you have made a great inspiration in all 

your teaching techniques,ò she recites, praising 

Learn, Work, Succeed program facilitator Leigh 

Wallace. ñYou are an amazing teacher in your 

field of work.ò 

 

A simple courtesy in gratitude for a grand 

gesture. 

 

A Newmarket resident, Ms. Davis, 52, has 

struggled with mental health challenges. She 

receives disability assistance and works as a 

part-time dog walker. 

 

Her dream is to earn a general education 

development certificate, a Grade 12 

equivalency. 

 

Through the York Region branch of the 

Canadian Mental Health Association and the 

Krasman Centre, she received instruction in the 

past, but fell short of a passing grade. 

 

A student at the council for two years, Ms. 

Davis has been unrelenting. She is confident the small group instruction, funded by the  

United Way of York Region, has equipped her for the next certificate exam. 

 

ñMy problem is comprehension and what is being said,ò the soft spoken woman explained. 

 

ñI have issues with questions and math. I wanted a tutor so I could try again and Leigh has really helped  

me a lot.ò 

 

Earning the designation would open doors, she said. 

 

ñI havenôt totally decided on what I want to do in the future, but Iôd like further schooling,ò Ms. Davis 

said. ñI want to better myself, go to Seneca (College).ò 

 

Ms. Davis is one of 46 students who have received 2,636 learning hours from staff and 323 volunteer 

hours, training and development consultant Susan Taylor-Wilson said. 

 

                              Continued on next page ... 
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Learning a life-long process 

By: Chris Traber - First published in the Era Banner, Sunday October 18, 2009 

Literacy Link 
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Mary Janeôs story, continued: 

 

With the mission of improving lives through literacy, the volunteer non-profit, 

charitable organization serves learners 19 and older in Newmarket, Aurora and 

Bradford. 
 

Of the councilôs annual $318,954 budget, United Way contributed $27,367 in 

last year. 
 

ñOur goal is to help adults with their basic reading, writing and math skills on a            

one-to-one basis,ò Ms. Taylor-Wilson said. ñUnited Way supports the expansion 

to our Learn, Work, Succeed program. Students really benefit from small 

groups. 
 

ñIf not for the United Way funding we couldnôt have as many groups.ò 

Students such as Ms. Davis attend for a variety of reasons, she said. 
 

ñSome are looking to upgrade their skills because they need this for their everyday life,ò she said. ñThey 

just want to improve their English and math. Some are currently employed and some arenôt.ò 
 

Many people are applying to college, particularly with the Ontario governmentôs Second Career 

program. 
 

Many students attend to enhance employment opportunities. One student was promoted to management 

at his place of work and couldnôt handle the position. 
 

ñSo, he came to the program to upgrade,ò she said. ñHe couldnôt send an email, write a memo and had 

spelling and sentence structure difficulties. One student needed to improve writing skills to effectively 

write notes for work at the end of the shift.ò 
 

Some learners want to improve for personal reasons, improve skills to cope with everyday life such as          

employment applications, math skills and simple calculations that would need to be done in a grocery 

store. 
 

ñThe program changes lives.ò Ms. Taylor-Wilson said. ñStudentsô confidence levels rise, itôs inclusive 

and  empowering.ò 
 

The Learning Centre for Georgina, a non-profit United Way of York Region member agency, promotes 

life long learning and helps people improve their basic reading, writing, spelling, and math skills, 

Executive Director Lynn VanLeishout said. 
 

ñOur programs assist students to achieve personal and job related goals, develop skills for independence, 

and feel good about their accomplishments,ò she said. 
 

United Way funding accounts for one-third of the centreôs $316,00 annual budget. 
 

The Keswick facility is staffed by five and assisted by 45 volunteers who collectively instruct 225 

students a year. 
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Learning a life-long process... 

By: Chris Traber - First published in the Era Banner, Sunday October 18, 2009 

Literacy Link 
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Notes from the Learn, Work, Succeed Coordinator 

 

Iôm sure you have noticed many new faces in the classes. These students are 

wishing to upgrade their skills in order to attend college or to pursue a new 

career. An extra class has been added to keep up with the volume. We are very 

pleased to accommodate new students and to assist them in attaining their goals. 

 

In November I attended three training sessions. The workshops I participated in 

focused on assessments, learning disabilities and aboriginal history. A training 

session on teaching math to lower levels will be held at the council on Monday, 

January 25 at 6:30pm. I will be hosting the session and all tutors are welcome  

to come. 
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Notes from the Learning Coordinator 
 

Welcome to all of the new students and new tutors who have recently joined 

out program! We hope that you enjoy your experience with us. We hope that 

you and your family are prepared for all of the snowy days that come with our 

winter season. 

During the fall, some of us had the opportunity to partake in Bare Essentials 

Training in the essential skills. This workshop further explained how the 

different essential skills fit in to LBS    levels (Literacy Basic Skills levels). 

HSRDC (Human Resources and Skills Development Canada) explores nine 

different essential skills: Reading, Document Use, Numeracy, Writing, Oral Communication, 

Working with Others, Thinking, Computer Use and Continuous Learning. Check our tutor 

resources... 

 
 

Notes from the Computer Lab 

 

There are a number of sites on the Internet which specialize in electronic books 

(eBooks).  Take some time and investigate, you will probably be surprised at what 

is available.  Just a few sites are listed below. 
 

Project Gutenberg www.gutenberg.org  

Wikibooks http://en.wikibooks.org  

Free eBooks www.free-ebooks.net 

Share Books www.sharebooks.ca 

The eBook Directory www.ebookdirectory.com 

 

 

Staff Updates 
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